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SPORT AND RECREATION INDUSTRY AWARDS 2011 

Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 
MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [9.09 am]: On Friday, 25 November, I 
was fortunate enough to attend the 2011 Sport and Recreation Industry Awards. I acknowledge my 
parliamentary colleague the member for Kwinana, who was also in attendance. These awards are held every two 
years to recognise innovation and achievement across all areas of sport and recreation in Western Australia. 

The 2011 awards were held at Challenge Stadium, which, members present may be aware, is celebrating its 
twenty-fifth birthday soon. I would like to take the opportunity today to highlight some of the remarkable 
achievements recognised on the sport and recreation industry’s night of nights. In what will be a pleasing result 
for the member for Bassendean, the big winner on the night was the Swan Districts Football Club. Swan 
Districts was the recipient of the Minister’s Award for Industry Excellence, an award that recognises the best of 
all the award winners across all categories. The task of selecting the winner of this award is always difficult, with 
many great examples of excellence in sport and recreation, so well done to the team down at Swans. The Swan 
Districts Football Club provided four submissions and was a finalist in three categories: commitment to 
participation, provision of sport and recreation to regional WA, and the community event award. These 
submissions displayed the depth and strength that this club has in providing programs that are able to achieve a 
large number of positive outcomes by providing community sport opportunities. These programs have been 
focused on the north west of Western Australia, where a variety of community engagement tools were used to 
attract participants from across all age groups, both male and female. Importantly, in addition to sport and 
recreation outcomes, these programs were also able to achieve educational, as well as health and wellbeing 
objectives amongst participants.  

The John Graham Award is for outstanding long-term service to the sport and recreation industry. Each peak 
industry body is given the opportunity to nominate for this award. This year the award went to Mr Craig James. 
Craig has given long and continuing service to rowing since competing in 1966 at Aquinas College. His 
contribution as an administrator and official is well recognised within the sport and earned him life membership 
of Rowing WA in 2001. His valuable contribution to WA sport commenced in 1995 when he was elected to the 
Western Australian Sports Federation board, and he continues through his role as WASF councillor for Rowing 
WA, and in his professional capacity as a partner at Gibson & Gibson Lawyers. 

What was really exciting about the evening was the variety of winners from right across the state. I would like to 
acknowledge a few of them now, starting with the City of Rockingham, which took out the industry award for 
management; the Shire of Cranbrook, which swept the field in the best use of a facility in bringing the 
community together; and the Munda Biddi Trail Foundation, for taking out the award for excellence in volunteer 
support. I would like to congratulate these and all the other winners from the evening and acknowledge the great 
work of the Department of Sport and Recreation and VenuesWest in putting this terrific event together. 
 


